Yercad, located in the Shevaroy hills of Salem district in Tamil Nadu is situated between 11 0 48'N and 78 0 11'E at an altitude of 1300m. While the rest of this region is generally dry, including the predominantly low and rocky hills of the Eastern Ghats, Yercad with its cool weather is a welcome contrast. The maximum temperature ranges between 25 0 C-30 0 C and minimum between 13 0 C-16 0 C. The average annual rainfall is around 1750mm. The soil is deep to very deep and non-calcareous. The topmost hill area is characterised by clay loam soil whereas the bottom of the valley is characterised by alluvial and clay loam soil. The forest types range from evergreen to moist deciduous. On the western side of the hills, fragments of sholas still exist, though a great portion of the plateau is cleared.
The present study conducted in 2004 in the Shevaroy hills of Yercad has resulted in the collection of 80 taxa of angiosperms. Of these, Phyllanthus kozhikodianus Sivar. & Mani., is a new record for Tamil Nadu. It is briefly described here with phenological data, distribution, specimen examined and notes for better understanding of this taxon. The voucher specimens are deposited at the Centre for Medicinal Plants Research, Kottakkal.
